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Well, here is the third 
issue of PHHS’s 
THE VOYAGER! 
Here’s an issue that 
discusses the mayoral 
election, sports, music, 
and events happening 
in school! 
Did you know about 
the mayoral election? 
Possible changes in the 
school schedule?
Read through to find 
out! 
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Try this crossword puzzle! 
US PRESIDENTS

On the front cover: 
Key Club exec members dress up as the 
Peanuts gang



UPCOMING SCHEDULE: WHAT WE KNOW BY 
LIA ZOIS

Rumors of it have circulated the school—some good, some bad, 
and some just making no sense at all. But the question is: what is really 
going on with this “new schedule”? 

First and foremost, nothing is definite. “These are just ideas being 
thrown around still,” Mr. DiSanto stated when asked. However, it is safe 
to say what exact ideas are being thrown around. This schedule idea is 
named “rotating drop” and is NOT a block schedule, contrary to common 
belief. The schedule basically outlines up to 8 classes; however, six 55 
minute-classes are actually taken per day, with one lunch for the whole 
school. The way this works is that two classes a day will be “dropped” and 
then put into the rotation for the next day, replacing two other 
classes—one afternoon and one morning class. The lunch can 
accommodate two lab periods, club meetings, extra help, and more. Many 
schools such as Roxbury High School practice this type of scheduling, and 
Parsippany is looking to jump on that train as well.

While Mr. DiSanto and other staff members are eager for this idea 
to be pitched to the Board of Education, many students are not 
responding positively. Some complain that the lunch would be very 
crowded, especially with no open campus.
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FIELD HOCKEY PICTURES!



Following the recent AL Championship series between the New 
York Yankees and Houston Astros, baseball fans everywhere were taken 
aback at the incredible performances (or lack thereof) of Astros shortstop 
Jose Altuve and Yankees right fielder Aaron Judge. Standing at 5’ 6” and 
weighing 165 pounds, Altuve finished the series with a .533 batting 
average (8-15) and three home runs, all in a single game. He was the ninth 
player to do so in MLB history. Judge ended with a 0.50 average (1-20) 
with 16 strikeouts, a new MLB postseason record. Not to mention, he’s 6’ 
7” and 282 pounds. Based on the numbers, one might be thinking, simply, 
“How are they both nominated for MVP? Altuve’s going to win, no doubt 
about it.” It is extremely clear that in this series, Judge’s performance 
pales in comparison to Altuve. But when the whole season is taken into 
consideration, it starts to make more sense. 

At the conclusion of the 2017 MLB season, Aaron Judge finished 
with a .284 batting average, soaring 52 HR (the most in the league), 114 
RBI, and 9 stolen bases. Clearly, the series against the Astros was not his 
best. In comparison, Jose Altuve finished the season with a .346 batting 
average, 24 HR, 81 RBI, and a whopping 34 stolen bases (third-most in the 
league). Despite the polarizing size differences between the two players, 
both are excellent baseball players. The numbers do not lie: a great player 
is a great player, no matter the size. 

Of course, when it matters most, overall statistics do not 
compensate for critical situations. Altuve and the rest of the Astros’ 
combined efforts earned them a World Series win, and the Yankees were 
eliminated from the playoffs. Going into the 2018 season, it is still too 
early to make predictions as to their upcoming performances. As for 
Altuve and Judge, it was announced on November 16th that Altuve was 
the American League’s MVP. All of baseball is looking forward to next 
season to see them compete again. 

ALTUVE VS. JUDGE: HOW ATHLETES COME IN 
A VARIETY OF SIZES BY ANGELINA LICOR

DIFFERENT SYSTEMS 
BY NICHOLAS  GUBERNOT

Others fear the complexity of this schedule, which require many different 
days (A,B,C…) for the rotation to occur. Especially with past events, such 
as the Brooklawn failure at a new schedule two years ago, many are not 
excited for a change. Nevertheless, a large amount of students are 
formulating opinions on the schedule without even being fully aware of 
all of its features, since nothing is 100% certain to happen. 

Despite all of the feedback, negative and positive, these concepts 
are ones that are not going away anytime soon, so be prepared for change.
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Hi, my name is Nicholas, and today I 
will talk about the different school 
systems in different states. The states I 
chose were Tennessee, New Jersey, and 
Washington. Tennessee's high schools 
get out at 2:30. The middle schools get 
out at 2:57, and the elementary schools 
get out at 3:50. They go back to school 
in August for summer break, but get 
out around May. They also start  one 
hour later.. Washington high schools 
get out at 3:30. The middle schools get 
out at 3:45, and the elementary schools 
get out at 3:00. They are also 3 hours 
behind us. They come back from 
school from summer break in late 
August or early September. New 
Jersey, the high schools gets out at 
2:20, the middle school gets out at 2:46, 
and the elementary schools get out at 
3:15 We go back to school for summer 
break in early September. That's my 
article about different schools.
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What do you think 
of our school 

system?



COMPETITIVE MUSIC BY PRISCILLA TAM
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The proverb “practice makes perfect” can be traced back to the 
1550’s and is the motto by which most musicians live by (although many 
argue it should be “practice makes permanent”). Music, like any other 
sport or activity, takes time and dedication. Even with talent, a musician 
is only as good as they practice. 

Contrary to popular belief, music is a competitive world, 
especially in high-level ensembles. To guarantee being accepted, 
musicians spend countless hours preparing their solo, a variety of scales 
and arpeggios, and practicing sight-reading excerpts. The judges score 
the musician based on their opinion and interpretation of the musician’s 
playing, and each judge focuses more on different specific skills 
(intonation, musicality, rhythm, etc.). After being accepted into an 
ensemble, string players are usually required to undergo yet another 
audition: seating auditions. It has been said that when the term “seating 
auditions” or “check-ups” is mentioned in front of a string player, they 
will immediately feel nervous and/or panick. Usually a blind audition, 
where the judges are facing away from the auditionee, musicians play an 
excerpt, usually the most difficult part of the repertoire. With the 
assistance of a ranking system, the musicians are assigned a seat in their 
section, based on their audition. Peers often judge one another’s playing 
abilities discreetly based on how they are ranked, and in some 
ensembles, they can even “challenge” one another for a “better” seat. 

It is inevitable for each musician to feel at least a little nervous, 
especially with the pressure everyone places on them, including 
themselves. However, their fates do not rest completely in their hands. 
If one plays after a person who did extremely well, doing just decently 
may pale considerably in comparison. It may result in a score that would 
be lower than if they played after a person who did worse. Auditionees 
cannot control the opinions of the judges, and all they can do is play 
their best and hope it produces successful results.

the   development   of   Waterview,   
human   trafficking,   and   infrastructure.   
Mayor   Barberio   took   us through   the   
process   of   solving   these   problems   
and   explained   to   us,   
straightforwardly,   about   his processes.  
Unfortunately,   our   class   didn’t   get   
the   opportunity   to   have   a   discussion   
with   Mr. Soriano   to   understand   both   
sides   of   the   campaign;   however,   the   
inside   look   into   how   the   town works   
was   very   enlightening.   Remember   to   
stay   informed   about   local   and   state   
elections. This article was written prior to 
the election and Parsippany’s new mayor 
will be Mr. Soriano. The IPLE class hopes 
to have him visit soon-and of course 
another article will follow soon. 

(con’td from page 5)

better in the sense that 
there was more inside 
action, but the majority of 
students still left as early as 
possible. Hopefully, the end 
result for the future 
homecomings will only get 
better.
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FRENCH EXCHANGE 
PROGRAM BY KATHERINE 
GRYTSAYENKO

HOMECOMING 
2017: A RECAP BY 
LIA ZOIS
“Homecoming” is not 
always referenced in a 
positive manner by 
students attending 
Parsippany Hills. Each 
year, complaints pile up 
regarding recurring 
issues with the dance. 
These problems include 
the DJ, food, 
entertainment, and 
more. In order to 
address these matters, 
the student council 
executive board got a 
new DJ and added some 
alterations, which 
caused the price of the 
ticket to rise to $15. 
However, many 
students claimed to not 
be fully satisfied, or did 
not even notice the 
modifications.
This year’s homecoming 
had an extremely 
similar setup to 
previous years. Most 
people were outside on 
the courtyard as it was 
relatively warm. In 
addition, the others 
were inside, dancing or

MAYORAL ELECTION 2017 
BY EMMA STEERE
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 taking pictures in front 
of the infamous 
backdrop. There was 
notably more dancing 
in comparison to last 
year, but the majority 
of the students still 
remained outdoors. 
Many students were not 
pleased with the music 
choices because the 
songs were not “easy to 
dance to”. However, 
when popular, 
well-liked tunes were 
played, the dance floor 
was energetic, 
including the French 
exchange students! To 
many students’ 
surprise, the French 
students lit up the 
dance floor on many 
occasions.  A surprising 
turn of events occurred 
at the end, when a 
threatening odor of gas 
resulted in evacuating 
students to the parking 
lot.
Overall, students were 
still not fully content 
with this year’s 
homecoming. The 
outcome was slightly 
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From the sixteenth of October to the 
thirtieth, some students at PHHS will be playing 
host to some guests. During that time span, 
students apart of the French program will have 
students from France as guests. In return, most 
hosting students will go to France in April, where 
our guests will repay the favor. 

The purpose of the program is a cultural 
exchange. Most students taking a language will 
tell that any exposure to the cultures related to 
that language comes mostly from textbooks, 
media, and occasionally some internet videos. 
This exchange gives students an opportunity to 
look at culture more closely and even more 
detailed than a textbook with statistics. Likewise, 
when some of our students go to France, they too 
can learn more about the culture, as well as see 
for themselves, some famous sites. 

Hosting however, is a big responsibility, 
but first let’s do a bit of math. The cost of a trip 
to France through this program costs about 
$2,000 for two weeks. If you plan a trip to France 
on your own, that money pays for the flight to 
France, and your stay at a hotel for the same 
amount of time, depending on where you stay. 
The reason why the exchange program is so 
cheap, is because a place to stay is provided by 
the host family, and the cost of food is covered as 
well. 

If   you   look   around   while   driving   
through   your   neighborhood,   you’ve   likely   
seen   an   abundance   of campaign   signs,   but   
you   might   not   know   what   they   are   
actually   for.   As   we   all   know,   this 
Tuesday,   schools   will   close,   and   voters   
from   every   part   of   town   will   go   to   the   
polls.   They   will vote   in   local   and   state   
elections,   and   right   here   in   Parsippany,   
we   could   be   electing   a   new   mayor. A   
few   weeks   ago,   James   Barberio,   the   
incumbent   mayor,   stopped   by   the   Hills   
to   speak   with   Mr. Pavese   and   Mr.   
Weinstein’s   IPLE   class.   With   Election   Day   
right   around   the   corner,   Mayor Barberio   
has   been   campaigning   for   his   third   term   
against   challenger   Michael   Soriano.   We   
were given   the   opportunity   to   learn   more   
about   what   exactly   the   mayor’s   duties   
entail.   Being   the mayor,   according   to   
Barberio,   is   above   politics   and   about   
doing   what   is   best   for   the   town.   During 
his   tenure,   the   mayor   has   focused   on   
bringing   more   businesses   to   the   town,   
keeping   property taxes   low,   and   keeping   
our   town   safe.   Mayor   Barberio   is   proud   
of   Parsippany’s   ranking   as   one   of the   
best   places   to   live   in   the   country   from    
Money   Magazine ,   and   he   is   hopeful   that   
he   will   be re-elected.   We   asked   the   
mayor   many   tough   questions   about   
current   issues   in   the   town,   such   as 


